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Background & Objectives
• Directive (EU) 2019/904 from the European Union aims to reduce 

the impact of certain plastic products on the environment. This 

directive requires annual data on the public’s post-consumption 

waste of single-use plastic products (SUP). 

• Within the tobacco industry, this waste contains tobacco products 

butts with plastic filters which are either disposed correctly in public 

collection systems or littered in public.

• An online survey was required among smokers of cigarettes with 

plastic filters (ready-made & roll-your-own) to understand where 

smokers are consuming cigarettes and how they dispose of them 

post-consumption.

• The survey also covers awareness levels of the environmental 

impact of plastic filters and messaging testing in relation to 

motivating smokers to dispose of cigarettes correctly.

• The survey covers the following tobacco products:

• Ready-made cigarettes

• Roll-your-own cigarettes when smoked with filter
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Mapping the Cigarette Journey
The following approach was used to understand the cigarette journey 

from consumption to disposal:

1. Respondents were asked how many ready-made and roll-your-

own cigarettes with filters they smoked yesterday.

2. For each cigarette smoked yesterday, the respondents were asked 

where they smoked the cigarette, e.g. at home, when out walking, 

in the car, etc.

3. For each cigarette smoked yesterday, the respondents were asked 

how they disposed of the cigarette butt, e.g. litter, public collection 

system and private waste. This was linked to the location for the 

consumption.

Fieldwork was spread across all seven weekdays, and corrective 

weighting was utilised to give each weekday a weight of 1/7.

Furthermore, the online sample was weighted on demographics –

these weights were achieved through Ipsos B&A’s, nationally 

representative Face-to-Face Barometer.

Natural fall out on type of cigarette smoked in past month (ready-

made, RYO with filter, RYO without filter) within the target definition of 

past month smokers of ready-made and/or RYO with filter cigarettes.
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Limitations of the research
While the online survey provides valuable insights into/levels for where cigarettes 

with filters are smoked and how they are disposed, the following limitations 

should be highlighted for using the survey results for economic/cost 

analysis/extrapolation to a bigger universe of filter cigarettes:

• The study is based on a sample of n=1,001 past month smokers of filter cigarettes, but it 

is not a census among all those smokers in Ireland or cigarette filters disposed.

• The survey is based on claimed behaviour rather than actual behaviour. It does help that 

we only ask for past day rather than past week. And the online approach compared to an 

interview led survey probably lead to more honest answers in relation to disposal. 

However, counting cigarettes in the public collection system and monitoring type of littering 

would potentially provide more accurate results.

• The claimed behaviour is based on the day before the respondent took the survey. While 

we did apply a 1/7 weighting on weekdays, seasonal variations are likely to impact the 

results (e.g. big sports events on, summer concerts, etc.).

• The corrective weighting applied is based on profile data achieved from our nationally 

representative Face-to-Face Barometer/Omnibus for the specific target group used for the 

online survey, in the absence of public domain data for past month smokers of RM/ROY 

with filter. Profile data is calculated on a base size of 140 respondents.

• Generally, we would not advocate to use the survey results for economic 

modelling/extrapolation in isolation, due to the above limitations. The disposal shares from 

the survey should be used more as a guidance in combination with other data sources, 

e.g. National Litter Pollution Monitoring, feedback from public waste collectors, feedback 

from other relevant stakeholders, international studies from countries similar to Ireland, 

etc.
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Methodology
A nationally representative sample of n=1,001 past month cigarette smokers of ready-made 
and/or roll-your-own with filter, aged 18+ years

1
Sample Size

Nationally representative sample of 

n=1,001 past month cigarette 

smokers of ready-made and/or roll-

your-own with filter, aged 18+ 

years. Those who only smoked roll-

your-own without filter were not 

included in the survey.

2
Online Survey

Interviewing was completed using 

Ipsos B&A’s Acumen Online Panel 

and partner panels.

3
Quota Controls

Quotas were implemented on 

gender, age, social class, region 

and urbanisation.

4
Fieldwork Dates 

The online survey was 

completed between 13th-28th 

February 2024. The Face-to-

Face Barometer used for 

corrective weighting was 

competed between 16th-29th 

February 2024.

5
Weights

Corrective weighting was applied 

by gender, age, social class, 

region, urbanization and weekday 

per the data obtained from Ipsos 

B&A’s Face-to-Face Barometer.

6  
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Base: All past month smokers of ready-made/RYO with filter 1,001

Analysis of Sample – Demographics

Sample of Profile

GENDER

52

47

Male

Female

AGE CLASS

All 

Respondents

1,001

%

REGION Area

6

18

35

32

8

18-24

25-34

35-49

50-64

65+

All 

Respondents

1,001

%

32

68

ABC1F

C2DE

All 

Respondents

1,001

%

22

29

30

18

Dublin

Rest of 

Leinster

Munster

Connacht/ 

Ulster

All 

Respondents

1,001

%

54

46

Urban

Rural

All 

Respondents

1,001

%

Corrective weighting was applied by gender, age, social class, region and urbanisation per the data obtained from Ipsos B&A’s Face-to-Face 

Barometer. The data was furthermore weighted on weekdays (1/7).
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Base: All past month smokers of ready-made/RYO with filter 1,001

Analysis of Sample – Cigarette Type Smoked (Past Month)

Sample of Profile

Smoked Past Month

86

33

13

Ready-made cigarettes, i.e. the ones you buy in
a retail store (that are in packs of 20 or more)

and are ready to be smoked

Roll-your-own/hand-rolled cigarettes/rollies with
a manufactured filter, i.e. you buy the tobacco

and prepare the cigarette yourself using the pre-
made filter

Roll-your-own/hand-rolled cigarettes/rollies
without a filter, i.e. you buy the tobacco and

prepare the cigarette yourself without using the
pre-made filter

All 

Respondents

1,001

%

Natural fall out on cigarette type smoked in the past month. To qualify for survey, all respondents needed to have smoked either ready-made and/or 

RYO with filter in the past month.
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Base: All past month smokers of ready-made/RYO with filter 1,001

Analysis of Sample – Number of Cigarettes Smoked Yesterday

Q.7.1 Thinking about yesterday, how many ready-made cigarettes did you smoke?

Q.7.2 Thinking about yesterday, how many roll-your-own cigarettes with filter did you smoke? 

4 6 9
16

19

29
22

22

2219
20

1312
8

19
27 25

7

n=1,001 n=885 n=332

Number of cigarettes smoked yesterday by cigarette type

%

0

From 1 to 4

From 5 to 9

From 10 to 14

From 15 to 19

20 or more

11.5 10.4 7.7Mean

ALL Past Month Ready-Made Smokers Past Month RYO with Filter SmokersBase:

On average, all smokers within the sample smoked 12 cigarettes yesterday. Among past month smokers of ready-made cigarettes, the average 

number of ready-made cigarettes smoked yesterday was 10, with the corresponding number for RYO with filter being 8.
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Base: All ready-made cigarettes smoked in the past day by past month smokers of ready-made cigarettes

Smoking Space – Ready-Made Cigarettes

Q.8a Where cigarettes smoked yesterday

More than 3 in 4 ready-made cigarettes smoked yesterday was smoked in a private space, with home being the dominant space. Most commonly 

public spaces for cigarette smoking are outside work and while in a car.

64%

6%

3%

2%

1%

1%

0%

0%

At home

Outside your place of work in a designated smoking
area

In other peoples’ home

In other private space

Outside your college/school/university in a designated
smoking area

While at a pub/bar/club/restaurant/ café/hotel in a
designated smoking area

At an airport

When at sporting/music/cultural event

Private Spaces

%

NET 

Private

77%

10%

6%

4%

1%

1%

1%

1%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Outside your place of work on a public street

In a car

When out walking

Outside your college/school/university on a public
street

At a bus stop/tram stop/train station

Outside a pub/bar/club/restaurant/café/hotel on a
public street

Outside a shopping centre

When in a public park

At a beach

While outside a gym/leisure centre/sport activity

In other public space

Public Spaces

NET 

Public

23%

%
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More than 4 in 5 ready-made cigarettes smoked yesterday was disposed off privately, with almost 1 in 8 cigarettes being disposed off through the 

public waste system. Circa 1 in 10 were littered in a public space.

57%

15%

6%

10%

2%

7%

2%

In an ashtray/bin belonging to a private premise such
as a home/place of

work/pub/bar/club/restaurant/café/hotel/ashtray in car

On the ground in a private space, e.g. private garden,
smoking area in a pub/bar/club /restaurant/café/hotel,

etc.

Brought the cigarette butt with me for later disposal in
a private ashtray/bin

In an ashtray or bin on the public street/space, i.e. not
belonging to a private premise

Brought the cigarette butt with me for later disposal in
a public ashtray/bin

On the ground/in the drain on a public street/space

Threw out from a car window

NET Litter

10%

(9.66%)

NET Public 

Collection System

12%

(12.07%)

NET Private 

Disposal

78%

(78.26%)

NET Public 

Collection 

System/Litter

22%

(21.74%)

Base: All ready-made cigarettes smoked in the past day by past month smokers of ready-made cigarettes

Cigarette Disposal – Ready-Made Cigarettes

(57.28%)

(15.21%)

(5.77%)

(9.82%)

(2.26%)

(7.44%)

(2.22%)

Important Note

We have provided the disposal shares with 

two decimals (shown in brackets). If the 

disposal shares are used as input to an 

economic/cost analysis/extrapolation to a 

bigger universe of ready-made cigarettes, we 

strongly recommend using disposal shares 

with minimum of two decimals, as rounding 

the numbers can have a significant impact on 

outcome when extrapolating. Using decimals 

will provide a fairer and more accurate 

outcome. Further decimals can be provided 

upon request.
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Smoking Space & 
Cigarette Disposal
Roll-your-own Cigarettes 
Smoked with Filter
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58%

7%

5%

1%

1%

0%

0%

0%

At home

In other peoples’ home

Outside your place of work in a designated smoking
area

At an airport

In other private space

Outside your college/school/university in a designated
smoking area

While at a pub/bar/club/restaurant/ café/hotel in a
designated smoking area

When at sporting/music/cultural event

NET 

Private

72%

12%

6%

3%

3%

1%

1%

1%

0%

0%

0%

0%

In other public space

When out walking

Outside your place of work on a public street

In a car

Outside your college/school/university on a public
street

When in a public park

At a bus stop/tram stop/train station

At a beach

While outside a gym/leisure centre/sport activity

Outside a pub/bar/club/restaurant/café/hotel on a
public street

Outside a shopping centre

NET 

Public

28%

More than 7 in 10 ROY cigarettes smoked with fitler yesterday was smoked in a private space, with home being the dominant space.

Private Spaces

%

Public Spaces

%

Base: All RYO with filter cigarettes smoked in the past day by past month smokers of RYO with filter cigarettes

Smoking Space – RYO with filter Cigarettes
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Cigarette Disposal – RYO with filter Cigarettes
Base: All RYO with filter cigarettes smoked in the past day by past month smokers of RYO with filter cigarettes

Q.9 How did you dispose of the butts?

49%

17%

4%

16%

8%

6%

0%

In an ashtray/bin belonging to a private premise such
as a home/place of

work/pub/bar/club/restaurant/café/hotel/ashtray in car

On the ground in a private space, e.g. private garden,
smoking area in a pub/bar/club /restaurant/café/hotel,

etc.

Brought the cigarette butt with me for later disposal in
a private ashtray/bin

Brought the cigarette butt with me for later disposal in
a public ashtray/bin

In an ashtray or bin on the public street/space, i.e. not
belonging to a private premise

On the ground/in the drain on a public street/space

Threw out from a car window

Total

Approximately 7 in 10 ROY cigarettes smoked with filter yesterday was disposed off privately, with close to 1 in 4 cigarettes being disposed off through 

the public waste system.

NET Private 

Disposal

70%

(70.49%)

NET Litter

6%

(6.19%)

NET Public 

Collection System

23%

(23.32%) NET Public 

Collection 

System/Litter

30%

(29.51%)

(48.87%)

(17.31%)

(4.32%)

(15.53%)

(7.79%)

(5.93%)

(0.26%)

Important Note

We have provided the disposal shares with 

two decimals (shown in brackets). If the 

disposal shares are used as input to an 

economic/cost analysis/extrapolation to a 

bigger universe of RYO cigarettes smoked 

with filter, we strongly recommend using 

disposal shares with minimum of two 

decimals, as rounding the numbers can have 

a significant impact on outcome when 

extrapolating. Using decimals will provide a 

fairer and more accurate outcome. Further 

decimals can be provided upon request.
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Smoking Space & 
Cigarette Disposal
All Cigarettes with 
Filter (ready-made/RYO)
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Base: All ready-made/RYO with filter cigarettes smoked in the past day by past month smokers of ready-made/RYO cigarettes 

with filter

Smoking Space – Ready-Made/RYO with filter Cigarettes

Q.8a Where cigarettes smoked yesterday

63%

6%

4%

1%

1%

1%

0%

0%

At home

Outside your place of work in a designated smoking
area

In other peoples’ home

Outside your college/school/university in a designated
smoking area

While at a pub/bar/club/restaurant/ café/hotel in a
designated smoking area

In other private space

At an airport

When at sporting/music/cultural event

NET 

Private

76%

8%

5%

4%

3%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

0%

0%

Outside your place of work on a public street

In a car

When out walking

In other public space

Outside your college/school/university on a public
street

When in a public park

At a bus stop/tram stop/train station

Outside a pub/bar/club/restaurant/café/hotel on a
public street

Outside a shopping centre

At a beach

While outside a gym/leisure centre/sport activity

NET 

Public

24%

More than 3 in 4 cigarettes (ready-made/RYO with filter) smoked yesterday was smoked in a private space, with home being the dominant space. Most 

commonly public spaces for cigarette smoking are outside work and while in a car.

Private Spaces

%

Public Spaces

%
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More than 3 in 4 cigarettes (ready-made/RYO with filter) smoked yesterday was disposed off privately, with almost 1 in 7 cigarettes being disposed off 

through the public waste system. Almost 1 in 10 cigarettes were littered in a public space.

55%

16%

5%

9%

5%

7%

2%

In an ashtray/bin belonging to a private premise such
as a home/place of

work/pub/bar/club/restaurant/café/hotel/ashtray in car

On the ground in a private space, e.g. private garden,
smoking area in a pub/bar/club /restaurant/café/hotel,

etc.

Brought the cigarette butt with me for later disposal in
a private ashtray/bin

In an ashtray or bin on the public street/space, i.e. not
belonging to a private premise

Brought the cigarette butt with me for later disposal in
a public ashtray/bin

On the ground/in the drain on a public street/space

Threw out from a car window

NET Litter

9%

(8.90%)

NET Public 

Collection System

15%

(14.53%)

NET Private 

Disposal

77%

(76.56%)

NET Public 

Collection 

System/Litter

23%

(23.44%)

Base: All ready-made/RYO with filter cigarettes smoked in the past day by past month smokers of ready-made/RYO cigarettes 

with filter

Cigarette Disposal – Ready-Made/RYO with filter Cigarettes

(55.44%)

(15.67%)

Important Note

The survey had a natural fall out (please see 

slide 7) on cigarette type smoked in past 

month by respondents.

Therefore, when conducting economic/cost 

analysis/extrapolation to a bigger universe of 

cigarettes, it should be considered to use the 

disposal shares by cigarettes types (please 

see slide 11 & 14) and combine these with 

volume sales by cigarette type, i.e. ready-

made and RYO with filter cigarettes (if this 

information is available), rather than using the 

disposal shares on this slide.

(5.46%)

(9.37%)

(5.16%)

(7.11%)

(1.80%)
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46

40

18

16

11

8

9

Habit – I have always done that

The butt is lit, and I put it on the ground to stub it out

They will be picked up by public cleaning/sweeping

I think cigarette butts are biodegradable

I don’t think cigarette butts are bad for the 
environment

Cigarette butts are not litter

Other

Base: All past month smokers of ready-made/RYO with filter who litter in an average month 481

Drivers of Cigarette Littering

Q.11 What are the main reasons for disposing of the butts on the ground in a public 

place/out a car window? 

Among those who does litter cigarette butts in an average month, almost half express that this is due to habit, followed by 2 in 5 using the ground to 

stub the butt out.

%
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Base: All past month smokers of ready-made/RYO with filter 1,001

Awareness of Environmental Impact of Cigarette Filters

Q.12a Are you aware that filters in ready-made cigarettes contain plastic?

Q.12b Are you aware that pre-made filters for roll-your-own/hand-rolled cigarettes/rollies contain plastic? 

Q.13a Are you aware that cigarette filters can take up to 12 years to degrade? 

Half are aware that ready-made cigarette filters contain plastic, this is lower for roll-your-own cigarettes. Less than two in five are aware that cigarette 

filters can take up to 12 years to degrade. Awareness of the environmental impact of cigarette filters are higher among males, the 18-24 year olds, and 

higher social classes.

5050 YesNo

Aware that filter in 

ready-made cigarettes 

contain plastic

%

43

57

Yes

No

37

63

Yes

No

Aware that pre-made 

filters for roll-your-own 

cigarettes contain 

plastic

%

Aware that cigarette 

filters can take up to 

12 years to degrade

%
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Base: All past month smokers of ready-made/RYO with filter 1,001

Claimed Intention to Use Personal Ashtray

Q.13b Would you use a personal ashtray that you can carry in your personal handbag or pocket for disposing your butts? 

Almost half express interest in using a personal ashtray for cigarette disposal – this is higher among females, the younger age cohorts, and higher 

social classes.

48
52

Total

%

Yes
No

48

42
55

66
59

46
46

29

54
46

52
47
47
49

52
44

Total

Male
Female

18-24
25-34
35-49
50-64

65+

ABC1F
C2DE

Dublin
Leinster
Munster

Conn/Ulster

Urban
Rural

Yes

%

Gender

Age

Class

Region

Area
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Cigarette butts look 

bad in a public space

You can be fined for 

throwing cigarette 

butts on the ground

We all have a 

responsibility to 

ensure that our 

public space is clean 

and litter free

Cigarette butts 

contain plastic, 

which is bad for the 

environment and the 

local wildlife

Cigarette butts take 

up to 12 years to 

degrade and are 

therefore harmful to 

the environment

Throwing cigarette 

butts on the ground 

is littering

An advertising 

campaign, with a 

visual image of butts 

on the ground 

explaining the 

message of not 

dropping butts on the 

ground

% % % % % % %

Base: All past month smokers of ready-made/RYO with filter 1,001

Messages to Motivate Less Cigarette Littering

Q.14 How effective, or not, do you feel each of the following are in motivating you to dispose correctly of your butts?

Scale: 1-10 where 1 is “not motivating me at all” and 10 is “extremely motivating for me”

A variety of messages has potential to motivate smokers to dispose of their butts correctly, ranging from visual impact of cigarette littering, fines, 

personal responsibility to educating smokers about the negative environmental impact of cigarette butts. Females are more likely than males to be 

motivated by the various message tested.

8-10

6-7

4-5

1-3

64 64 64 62 61 60
51

19 16 20 20 21
18

22

9 10
10 9 9

12
15

7 9 6 9 8 10 13
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